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  Abracadabra! Now you see it, now you don’t!
  Now it’s the Superior Public Library, now it’s not!
  Somehow, the tale goes, on a mysterious June 10 day not so long ago at high noon in Superior an amazing thing happened.
  The big brown building with all the books was transformed into a theater where area children, and adults for that matter, enjoyed a live performance by an actual live magician.
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magician Jolly Roger put on a fluid and funny show that reflected the 2009 summer theme “Be Creative at Your Library.”
  Telling the audience, some of which had seen the performance earlier that day at the Kearny library, that they were now going to have the best time they had ever had on Planet Earth, Jolly Roger had everyone’s rapt attention for 45 minutes.
  “Did you watch me on television last night?” he asked the kids who were seated in a circle watching.
  “NO!” they shouted.
  “That’s because I wasn’t ON!” Jolly Roger chortled.
  He told jokes, interacted with the children, amazed them with magic and introduced his magical pet dog, his magical alligator and his magical bunny.
  The bunny and some of the other tricks activated the youngsters’ critical thinking skills. They yelled out challenges to Jolly Roger about how the magic was performed. They told him he had, for instance, turned the bunny’s box to make it move to the other side instead of the bunny moving by magic.
  “No, I didn’t,” said Jolly Roger.
  “Yes, you did!” said the kids.
  “No, I didn’t!”
  “YES, YOU DID!”
  Jolly Roger, who sometimes goes by the name of Roger Blakiston, hails originally from England and has performed as a comedy magician all over the world and worked as an actor, emcee, presenter and voice over talent for radio and television and other venues. He also ran his own entertainment agency in London in the 1980s. He sold the agency and moved to Arizona in 1992, continuing his career in magic entertainment for children and adults. For more information about Roger Blakiston visit his website at www.ComicMagician.com.
  Jolly Roger has performed in a number of libraries around the state and provides a different show for libraries that have had him perform in the past.
  His comedy magic show at Superior Public Library, while hilarious, had a serious message. In his performances he always encourages his young audiences to “read to succeed.” He lets the children know how smart they will be as grown-ups if they continue to spend time at their local library.
  In Superior, he told the story of how as a child he had taken a book out of the library about a magician and that had started the chain of events that led him to BE a magician.
  But, he said, “It’s not about me. It’s about you kids.” He said they should always listen to their hearts and follow their dreams. He called the U.S. the freest country there was for following dreams.
  “And,” he said. “It all starts with right here, with a dream from the library.”  
  
 

	


